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violent conflicts with the clergy, which compelled them to omit theological critiques or make them colourless. But these things would not have cost the journal the further collaboration of the leaders. None of them was seriously inclined to sacrifice his talents to it continuously. As early as July Merck became tired of directing and resigned in favour of Schlosser. Herder was too far away, had too much other business, and intended to be married the following year. Schlosser was betrothed and was looking elsewhere for a position, and Goethe was the last man who would have considered the journalistic work to which he consented anything more than a reconnoitring skirmish into the enemy's territory. So at the end of the year the closely allied quadruple leadership retired from the journal and consigned it to more insignificant assistants under the wings of the Giessen professor, Karl Friedrich Bahrdt, whereby it lost its significance.
Goethe was still in the first glow of his critical occupation and in the first stages of his practice as a counsellor at law, when he again left Frankfort for some time. His father desired that as a preparation for a higher career he should work for several months in the Imperial Chamber in Wetz-lar. Goethe was glad to comply with the wish, for he had never acquired any taste for his native city. " Frankfort is still the same old nest," he wrote to Salzmann, after he had been home just three months; "spelunca, a wretched hole." In the middle of May, 1772, he left for the little city on the Lahn where he was to experience a new idyll, for which " the fruitful land furnished the prose, a pure love the poetry."